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I. INTRODUCTORY FACTS

1. Toyota’s vehicles have a defective condition that causes uncontrolled
acceleration to speeds up to 100 m.p.h and more. The defective condition is deadly.
Data compiled by the safety research organization, Safety Research and Strategies,
shows that since 2001, Toyota uncontrolled acceleration incidents have accounted for
725 crashes, 304 injuries, and 18 fatalities. This summer, an off-duty California
Highway Patrol officer and his family were killed when the Toyota-made Lexus he was
driving sped out of control and crashed.

2. Toyota has known about the uncontrolled acceleration in its vehicles, and
the crashes, injuries, and deaths since 2001. Since 2002, these incidents have resulted
in at least eight investigations into uncontrolled acceleration in Toyota vehicles by the
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA).

3.  Toyota continued to manufacture, sell, advertise, and market the vehicles
in which high incidence of uncontrolled acceleration was occurring, without warning
buyers about this life-threatening uncontrolled acceleration peril, but instead concealed
it.

4. Toyota also knew of an important measure against unintended acceleration,
“smart pedal” software that overrides the throttle when the brake pedal is pressed. But
even though unintended acceleration in Toyota vehicles has been far greater than all
other vehicles, Toyota has never installed this software in its vehicles.

5.  Toyota has had a reputation for safety for decades, and knows people buy
its vehicles because of that reputation. Toyota markets and advertises safety. Ina
national Toyota Camry television commercial Toyota says, “It’s OK to be overprotective.
We are.” |

6. In August, 2009, after a widely reported unintended acceleration crash that
killed a California highway patrol officer and his family, Akio Toyoda, president of the
Japanese parent corporation, issued a public apology saying, “Customers bought our cars

because they thought they were the safest but now we have given them cause for grave
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