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V. FACTS IN MORE DETAIL
A. ToyotaHas Known for Years its Vehicles Have High, Unacceptable Incidence
of Unintended Acceleration, But Did Nothing About It. Instead, Toyota Denied
and Concealed It, and Did Not Install a Protection Widely Used by Other
Manufacturers.

25.  Since 2001, more than 1,000 Toyota and Lexus owners have reported that
their vehicles suddenly accelerated on their own, in many cases crashing.

26. NHTSA issued a statement during the first week of November, 2009,
indicating that the sevenrecalled Toyota models do indeed have an “underlying defect.”
NHTSA reports that its records show that a total of 15 people died in crashes related to
possible sudden acceleration in Toyota vehicles from the 2002 model year and newer,
compared with 11 such deaths in vehicles made by all other automakers. The Los
Angeles Times located federal and other records of 19 fatalities involving Toyota and
Lexus vehicles from those model years, fatalities in which sudden or unintended
acceleration may have been a factor. The Times also located more than 1,000 reports
by owners that their vehicles had suddenly accelerated. The Times also reported that a
nationally known safety expert identified nearly 2,000 sudden-acceleration cases for
Toyota vehicles built since 2001. The Times further reported that other experts say the
numbers may be far higher, pointing to a 2007 NHTSA survey of 600 Lexus owners that
found 10% complained they had experienced sudden acceleration. In the first week of
November, 2009, NHTSA called the issue a “very dangerous problem” and said the
remedy remains to be determined.

27. The Times has reported the following examples:

a. According to one lawsuit, a woman was killed when a 2005 Camry
accelerated and plunged off a cliff in Pismo Beach, California. However, that
vehicle is not included in Toyota’s recall, which affects only 2007 and later
Camrys.

b. A San Diego woman said she was unable to stop her 2008 Toyota
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